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IGNITE 2.0,A mega event on Building a Robust
Startup Ecosystem was organized at CIMP

OUR CORRESPONDL\I T

PATNA: IGNITE 2.0, 4 pnésti-

gious programme focused. on .

strategic transformation of Bihar
through Startups was' organized
by CIMP on Friday. The -event
was graced by Vijay Choudhary.
minister of Finance, along with

an illustrious “panel of guests,

“including renowned personalities
from various fields such as aca-
demia, industry, and govern-
ment. The programme com-
menced with welcome address
by Professor (Dr.) Rana Singh,
Director CIMP, who welcomed

~ chief guests as'well as other dig-

nitaries. Naveen Jha, Senior
Fellow from Harvard, delivered a
keynote speech and shared his
valuable insights on significance
of knowledge sharing and collab-
oration in building a strong start-
up ecosvstem. He highlighted,

"Startups thrive when there is a
culture of collaboration and
knowledge exchange. By foster-

ing partnerships between acade- -
“mia, industry, and government,

one can create an ecosystem that
nurtures innovation and acceler-
ates the growth of startups.”  Dr.
Sunil Kumar, CGM, NABARD;
emphasized importance of finan-
cial support for startups. He
expressed, "Access to capital is a
critical factor in success of start-

_ ups. Institutions like NABARD
are committed to providing

financial assistance and facilitat-
ing access to credit, which will
enable entrepreneurs fo frans-
form their innovative ideas into
vidble businesses."

Finance minister  Vijay

Choudhary emphasized govern-

ment's commitment to fostering
a thriving startup ecosystem in
Bihar. He stated, "Startups hold
immense potential to drive inno-

‘vation, generate employment
and contribute to economic
growth. The government is dedi-

cated o providing the necessary

support and creating an enabling
environment for startups to
flourish in the state.”

Dr.. Vinaytosh.  Mishra,
Associate Professor, GMU, Ajman
(UAE), stressed role of education
and research in developing an
entrepreneurial mindset. He
stated, "Educational institutions
play a pivotal role in fostering an
entrepreneurial mindset among
students. By integrating .entre-
preneurship  education © and
encouraging  research-driven
innovation, we can create a
pipeline of future entrepreneurs
who are equipped to tackle real-
world challenges.”

0.P.  Singh,
Cogniphy USA, discussed signifi-
cance of technology and digital
transformation in startup ecosys-

representing

tom. He commented, “Embracing
emerging technologies such as
artificial intelligence, blockchain,
and data analytics is crucial for
startups to stay competitive in
today's fast-paced digital world.
Leveraging technology can drive
efficiency, enhance customer
experiences, and unlock new
opportunities for growth."

BIA President Arun Agrawal
emphasized role of industry asso- -

ciations in supporting startups,
He stated, "Industry associations

serve &8 crucial platforms for
startups to connect with mentors, |
investors, and potential collabo-
rators. By fostering networking
opportunities and providing

~ guidance, industry associations

can contribute significantly fo the
growth of starfups.”
~NIFT Director Colonel Rahul_ '
Sharma highlighted importance
of design thinking and innovation

in startup vemures
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